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First show at Coney Island 
High in the East Village.

A total disaster, so it’s good 
no one was there.

Sent demos out to a bunch of 
labels.  Hydra Head records actually 
responds and says “sure, join our 
label”. This was a lucky break.

We - a totally unknown quantity - 
ask the label for 5 grand to record 

at a fancy studio.  They under-
standably balk.  “FINE” we say, 

“we’ll record it ourselves”. 

First EP is met with bafflement 
and indifference.  I’m sure we 
were shocked.  

One of us gets a house and we 
decide to build a recording studio 

and practice spot in the back 
yard.  This keeps us out of 

trouble for a few years.

After three years we finish 
building this room and record our 
first full-length there.  This time a 

few weirdos pay attention.  
Which is the whole point.  

I honestly can’t remember 
why it took us three years to 

make another record. We 
were busy with families or 

work got crazy or something.  

Second EP works better than 
the first one.  We can go back 
now and listen to it without 
hating it, which says something.  

Uh oh.  Our patrons at the 
record label go belly-up when 

Hydra Head announces 
they’re not putting out any 

more records. “FINE”, we say  
“we’ll do it ourselves.” We launch Controlled Burn 

Records with our friends in 
Nonagon. “How hard can it be?” 

No lie - it takes us as long to 
develop an accounting system 

as it did to build our own 
recording studio.  Ridiculous. 

David Yow is at one of our 
shows and tells us he likes it.  
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